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FELLow CITIZENS, 


Tur members of the London Correſponding Society have 
from its firſt inſtitution been accuſtomed to ſuffer from the 
miſrepreſentations and calumnies of theſe whoſe ſordid in- 
| tereſt can alone be promoted by the deluſion of the people; and 
whoſe villainies can only be concealed, by{traducing thofe who 
endeavour to detect them. We are therefore not ſurprized, 
that the untounded aſſertion has been made, that this Society 
las been the agitators of the tumults, which have lately ſa. 
much, diſturbec ee Goon IE 
But as the evil genius, of 0UR accuſers has prompted them 
(regardleſs of truth or decency) to bring againſt us this infe- 
mous charge, juſtice to ourſelves demands that we ſhould thus, 
publicly meet the accuſation, to prevent our ſilence, being, 
conllrued into an admiſſion of guilt, Where are the proofs 
that the popular ſocieties have employed themſelves in excit- 
ing theſe tumults? Have any of the members of this ſociety | 
joined themſelves to the enraged multitude. Or will any of, 
the riumerous ſpies, employed by our priviledged plunderers, 
reſume to ſay, they overheard us concerting plans to effect 
fuch a pur ole? Great diligence has been exerted, ſeveral 
perſons haye been apprehended, are any of them members ot 
. e 
What ! the London Correſponding Society, the projectors and 
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even the leaders of inſurrection and riot, yet not one of its 
members carried off a trophy to magiſterial vigilance ! | 
On what ground then is the London Correſponding Society 
ſuſpeed ? Surely our enemies, the penſioned alarmiſts, 
are not prepared to ſay (with their uſual tertilty of invention) 
that the unfortunate Howe, was in contraft with us, to throw 
himſelf from a houſe three ſtories high, to give us an opport- 
unity to raiſe a popular commotion, under the pretence of 
avenging his death. Or that Barrett, a Brinſh ſzilor, juſt 
diſcharged from a military hoſpital, and ſtill ſuffering from 
a ound, received in the memorable battle of the 1ſt. of June, 
ſhould come to London: for the purpoſe of experiencing un- 
aralleled barbarities at the hands of erimps and kidnappers to 
arniſh this ſociety with an opportunity of producing an inſur- 
rection. 8 BT 
The ridiculouſneſs of the accuſation, we believe muſt be 
ſufficiently apparent to every one who is not diſpoſed to be- 
come the credulous dupe of any ſtate juggler, who may exer- 
ciſe his talent for the marvellous : but that malignity demands 
a more ſerious examination, which imputes to us, thoſe diſ- 
aſterous events, which, were evidently produced by an, ebu- 
htion. of the national indignation, excited by the horrid cir- 
cumſtances which, unfortunately for the preſent ſyſtematic 
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traders in human blood, have been ſo fully expoſed. | 
One of the fundamental principles of this ſociety, anda 
leſſon we have ever induſtriouſly. inculcated is, that riot, tu- 
mult and violence are not the fit means of obtaining a redreſs 
of grievances. On this head, the Londan Correſponding Soctety, 
in the eighth article of the firſt Reſolutions they ever nwbliſh- 
ed to the world, ſay I his Society do expreſs their abhor- 
 *rence of tumolt and violence, aiming at reform, not anarchy, 
*« reaſon, firmneſs: and unanimity, are the only arms they 
« themſelves will employ, or perſuade their Fellow Citizens 
* to exert againſt ABUSE OF POWER.” Strictly conformable 
with this declaratiou, has been the uniform conduct of this 
77 ͤ ͤ w | 
The riots in London in the year 1786, have ſufficiently. 
taught us, that public commotions may occaſion diſorders, far 
more prejudicial than the evils they are intended to remove 
The outrages perpetrated by, the declared friends to CHPRCH 


and KING at Birmingham and Mancheſter, have alſo ſhewn us 


that tumult may be employed tor the expreſs purpoſe of gra- 
3 For the partidulges of this: infamous tranſactiony ſec an agconnt jy 515 
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titying the moſt vindiflive malignity, by the deſtruction of the 


properties, and even lives of thoſe who. by their liberality ol 


ſentiment and patriotiſm, have rendered themſelves obnoxious 
to narrow minded bigots and venal courtiers. No advantages 
can reſult to the people from ſimilar ſcenes of horror and 
conſuſion; but we well know thoſe who would be happy to 
avail themſelves of ſuch an opportunity, to effect the darli 
change of citizens into ſoldiers, villages into barracks; + the 
civil code into martial law ? and thoſe Jaws which were made 
for the puniſhment ot criminals into a ſcourge for every honeſt 
man who would oppole their arbitrary meaſures, 

We therefore leave to thofe men, who, by conniving at, 
have encouraged the prattices of crimps and kidnappers, the 
honour ot having plunged the metropolis in confuſion. And 
as a corroboratory teltimony that there are men in the 
metropolis, who deſerve that, honours like theſe ſhould be 
interwoven in their civic wreath, we muſt fora moment ad- 


vert to the circumſtance which occurred during the rejoicings 
for the victory of the firſt of June, and compare them with 


thoſe which have taken place during the late diſturbances. 

When the friends to the preſent war thought proper to 
teſtify their ſatisfaction by the brillianey of their illumi- 
nations at the advantages gained over the French fleet 
on the firſt of June,and proceeded to oblige every other 
citizen to put on a ſimilar appearance of joy. Several 
individuals induced by various motives, determined to rẽ- 
fiſt their imperious mandates. Among theſe, were ſeveral 
of the people called Quakers, of the moſt diſtinguiſhed cha- 


rafters, who declared that they could rejoice as well as their 


neighbours, at any circumſtance which would advance the 
proſperity and happineſs of mankind, but never would indulge 
or manifeſt a ſavage delight, at the melahcholy event of the 
deſtruttion oſthouſands of their fellow creatures. For enter- 
taining ſentiments fo oppoſite to thoſe of their perſecutors 
theſe friends of peace, with their property and habitations, were 
ſurrendered to the mercy of an infatuated multitude, who might, 

+ We cannot help remarking. that the numerous barracks which are erected 
in various parts of the kingdom, are receptacles exceedingly well calculated for the 
concealment of treppanned men, fince the compleat ſeparation thereby produced 
between the ſold{ery and the people, may render totally incifetual the moR accurate 
ſearch of their afflicted relatives, —Devoted victim, ſtolen from the wife of thy bo- 
ſom, thy fond parent, or thy darling children ! whether thou art languiſhing in 
ſome horrid dungeon, writhing under the laſh of the military executioner, or ex · i 


Piring in the field of b tle, know that thy tellow citizens hav marked with 
their deteſtation and reſentment, th vullainous authors of your es 
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and adding with Mr, Burke, “ The age of Chivalry is gone! 
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tor any reſtraint they experienced from the civil power, have 
thrown the wives and children of theſe harmleſs and inoffen- 
five people into their bonfires, to have rendered their ferocious 
triumph more complete, and more accordant with that ſangui- 
nary e which actuates the admirers of exterminating wars. 
So ſupine, or ſo little diſpoſed to aſſiſt the ſufferers, were 
the magiſtracy on this occaſion, that not a ſingle magiſtrate 
ſtirred from his ſeat to yield them protection. But when the 
mob was collected before the houſe of a citizen, and had 
already proceeded to atts of viulence, he thought it prudent to 
make application. to the chief magiſtrate of the city, to put a 
ſtop to their outrages. A time ſufficient having elapſed to have 
ermitted the total demolition of his houſe, whilſt endeavour- 
ing to procure an interview with his lordſhip to obtain that 
prote&ion he thought his right, he received by a ſervant, this 
anſwer from his lordſhip, that he could not interfere-—he was 
engaged at ſupper,—and that he muſt return home and comply 

with the dictates of the mob, or abide the conſequences. 
How different the conduct of thoſe in whom thecivil power 
1s veſted, when inſtead of the anger of the populace being direc- 
ted againſt the lovers of peace, their indignation. is pointed 
againſt crimps, kidnappers and manftealers. Then is the 
riot act read in every ſtreet, letters of alarm from the ſecretary 


of ſtate in every veſtry, hundreds of conſtables made in ſingle 


pariſhes, armed aſſociations called forth, the military power 
employed, the tower guns loaded and the city palace converted 
into a guard - houſe. Thole very magiſtrates who had fo content- 
edly permitted the deſtrudtion of the houſes of the Quakers, 
and F defenceleſs women, become patterns of vigilance and 


+ The houſes of Mrs. Hardy and Mrs. Thelwall, were attacked bv the ſame mob 
who deſpoiled the houſe, and ſought the life ot L. rd Stanhope, nor did it avail for 
their protection. that they complicd with the orce:s of their periecuts's, ard :eluce 
antly exhibited the exterior marks of rejoicing, whilſt experiencing the ſevereſt anxi- 
ety for their huſbands, ſuffering without hope of trial, in the gloomy receſſes of a 


:fon. ; 5 | 
* ne delicate ſenſibility of the female character was wantonly ſported with The 


wound recently inflictcd by the ruthleſs hand of power, was again torn open by the 
mourntul recollection, that their huſbands were not preſent to defend them againit 
premeditated inſult. 3 | 
Perhaps in he preſent moment when ſo many of our fellow Citizens are deluded 
into a neglect of their deareſt intereſts, the enemies to the liberties of man may dare 


to defend ſuch conduct on the, principle, that wives ſhould ſuffer for the political fins 


vf their huſbands. Of fuch pbiloſophy ! and of ſuch religion! we willnot ſpeak, but 
content onrſelves with faying—\ve cannot admire the manlineſs of the ſentiment, 


and 
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aſſiduity, when protecting thoſe whoſe well paid treachery 
and guilt ſtill extorts more victims of ſlaughter, from a nation 
which want of employment and conſequent diſtreſs, has al- 
ready drained, by forcing its induſtrious inhabitants to 
VOLUNTEER in the field of blood. * 0 

Having thus reſtored to their right owners, thoſe honours 
which have been ſo unmeritedly beſtowed on us, we will now 
ſlate the principles we hold, and for which we ſuffer perſecution. 

We contend that THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE OUGET 
TO BE HEARD IN THE COUNCILS OF THE NATION 
For this we have armed ourſelves with Reaſon, Firmneſs and 
Unanimity, fatisfied that with theſe alone, we may repel that 
violence which we leave to our enemies to employ. 

To take up other arms, and revolt againſt the government of 
the country each time that every ſeparate grievance might 
have been moſt gallingly felt, has neither been the practice, 
nor one of the principles which guide this fociety. It is not 
the vaſt coſt of government alone, it is not the laviſh expen- 
diture of public money, innumerable taxes, and penſions as 
inconceivable in gnumber as diffi cult to be accounted for by 


merit, or neceſſity, or any other individual of the multitude of 


ſimilar evils on which we allow our attention to fix; we cannot 
waſte our time in lopping the numerous heads which are momen- 
tarily ſpringing from the Hydra, —we wiſh to deprive the mon- 


ter atſonce of exiſtence : CorruptParliaments cannot exiſt, if the 


people obtain their rights. But ſay our enemies with confident 
and malignant exultation! How is this to be accompliſhed ? 
„ This great end (we anſwer) is attainable ſolely by the 
% zhole nation, deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of its wrongs, 
* unting, as it were with one voice, demanding of thoſe to 
* whom for a while it has entruſted its ſovereignty, a reſtora- 
« {ton of annually elected parliaments, ugbiaſed and unbought 
elections, and an equal repreſentation of the whole body 
of the people.”'+ Ihe right of the people to annual Parlia- 
ments 481 univerſal ſuffrage, and the advantages which would 


be the reſult, have been ſo. clzarly demon/trated by the Duke of 


Richmond,as to render any addition in this place unneceſſary. 
It is ſufficient to prove the ſtrength ot the arguments adduced 
by the noble duke, for us to ſlate that they have induced us to 
unite,” to procure a Parliamentary Reform, and to form the 
reſolution never to yeetd until we have obtained it. F 

It (vip. Londen Correſponding Society's Addieſs of May, 192 * 


[63 


Not with equal confidence do we embrace the ſentimems 
of other deferters from the STANDARD Of LIBERTY, ſince 
we are convinced that our peaceful and legal exertions, mult 
@ length triumph over corruption, without calling in the aid 
of * SIXTY THOUSANDS BAYONETS.'+ 

J v1»z. Mr. Bakers ſpeech. Remembrance, vol. is, p. 188. 


Courier, Tue ſday July 19, 1794. | 


CRIMPS AND KIDNAPPERS 
PUBLIC OFFICE, BOW-:STEET. | | 
JOHN KERR and John Ruggle, were yeſterday examin- 
ed on a charge pretered agaiaſt them by Edward Barrett, for 
having ſtripped and robbed him of all his clothes, a pair of 
ſilver buckles, a ſilver watch, three India handkerchiefs, and 
{even {billings in money. h 
It __— from Barret's depoſition, that he had been diſ- 
charged ſrom the Hoſpital at Deal, in the beginning of laſt 
month, where he had been a patient, in conſequence of a 
wound he had received on the memorable action of the 1ſt of 
Tune. About the middle of laſt month, he came to town in 
ppes of becoming a penſioner. Being exceedingly fatigued 
with the journey, he enquired of a decent looking woman, 
whom he met on London-bridge, for an honeft lodging. She 
condutted him to a houſe where ſhe aſlured him he would 
meet with feafaring men, and the beſt of treatment. His 
bodily ſufferings did not admit of heſitation, he readily ac- 
cepted the invitation, and the woman conducted him to the 


houſe which was near London bridge, and introduced him to 
a company compoſed partly of ſoldiers and partly of {ailors, 


who addreſſed one another as Captains and Admirals, &c. 


Alter drinking a few glaſſes of wine with them, the proſe. 


cutor intimated a wiſh to go to bed. One of the com 
took him up ſtairs to a garret, where he left him, and faſten- 
ed the door on the outſide. In the morning be obſerved 2 
ſmall hole in the roof, for the admiſſion f air, which was 
and as many days on a morſel of bread and foul water.. 
The third night at a late hour he was removed in a coach, 


ſtrongly grated. In that dungeon he remained for two nights 


attended by three retailers of human fl:ſh to the White H — 4 


in Whiccomb-ftreet, for the purpoſe of being transferred to 
to monſters till more inhuman. During a fortnight's ſtay at 
this houſe the barbarity of the treatment he met with is hardly 

| > 3 
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ta be deſcribed. On his arrival he was hurried up ſtaira 


wath, a rope about his neck by fix, or eight ruſſians, who, 
ripped him of all his clothes, and gave him a red jacket and; 
trowſers in their ſtead. An elderly man with a wooden arm, 
who appeared to have been habited for the occaſion, offered 
t adminiſter the oath of allegiance, and demanded: his ſigna- 
ture to what he called an atteſtation. The proſecutor an re- 
fu ſiug to, comply with this requiſition, was beaten. in a maſk 


unmerciful manner. by, all that were preſent, eſpecially the 


priſoner Kerr, who {wore he would murder him, and actually 
knocked the upper teeth of one fide out of their ſockets. 
with a mallet. I he profecutor was then left to ruminate on his 
deplorable ſttuation. Next night the application was renewed: 
and in caſe of refulal, a repetiuan of the ſame diſcipline was 


threatened. He found reſiſtance ineffeftual, and conſented 


to ſign the atteſtation. d 

' Alter, paſſing ſevera 1 
in ſorrow and deſpair, he was taken from his cell at an early; 
hour in the morning, in order to march to Banbury, (the 
head quarter there to join the company. Being quite exhauſt. 
ed, from the contuſions he had received, and from the want 
of ſuſlenance, he was unable io keep pace with the reſt, 
Goading and beating could not ſupply the deficiency of nature, 
and his drivers put him into a waggon, which conveyed him, 
to the place of deſtination. The recruits were about to un- 
dergo the cuſtomary examination before their Colonel, when. 
the proſecutor had the gaod fortune to intereſt the Mayor of 


\ Banbury in his behall. 


|. nights, or rathen one continued night. 


1 


This gentleman, to his honour be it told, had the humanity 


to iuſlitute an enquiry before the magiſtrates, re ſpecting the 


conduit of theſe moniters in human form. The reſult was, 


that two. of the number were fully committed to priſon for 
being principals in the robbery, and the unfortunate man, after 
being a few days under the care of a ſurgeon, was furniſhed 
with cloathes, and ſent to London, with a reference to proleſ- 
ſional gentlemen, who are reſolved to bring ta juilice the; 
. af ſuch atrocious and bar barous acts. | 


In a repreſentation of the caſe, Mr, Addington granted a | 


warrant. lor the apprehenſion of the maſter (Kerr) oi the 
White Horſe puhlic- houſe. He was in conſequence appre- 


had followed Kerr to the office for the purpoſe of vigdicati 
his conduct. He ſaid he was an agent for Captain H=— 


hended, and braught- 10 the office. The priſoner [Ruggle} 


TH 


who was raiſing an Independent Compavy, and that the pre. 
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If there yet lurks in the mercileſs hearts of their perſecutors, 


the dying accents of this affectionate wife, were, © I die a mar- 


ſecutor was duly enlifted. The profecutor had previouſly re. 
cognized both the priſoners in the yard, and ſwore poſitively 
that they were two of the men who had robbed him, 5 
At the requeſt of the priſoners, a ſhort interval was allow. 
ed them to explain away the matter. They procured an At- 
torney, who produced an atteſtation, which purported to have 
been duly executed at the office in Queen-Square, but on mi- 
nute inſpection, the deſcription did not by any means correſ- 
with the appearance of the proſecutor. 8 
Mr. Addington obſerved, that it was not his duty to enter 
into the merits of the caſe. The evidence they offered might 
ſtand them in good ſtead at the Old-Bailey. The evidence on 
the part of the Crown was ſufficient for commtting the pri 
ſoners: and he trusted, that this laudable, justly ſpirited, 
and truly humane conduct of the Magistrate at Banbury, 
would be immitated, and put an end to that infamous ſyf. 
tem of Aidnapping, which is a diſgrace to any civilized coun. 


The priſoners were then conſigned to the proper officers, 
who conducted them to Newgate for trial. OTE ns 
: 2 — | 4 8 


- SINCE the period at Which theſe ſheets were delivered to 
the preſs, the melancholy, account of Mrs, Hardy's death has 
come to our knowledge. This mournful event, her diſconſo- 
late huſband, lamented as the moſt calamitaus circumſtance in 
his life; being thus deprived of her with whom he had paſſed 
years of the ſtricteſt harmony and affection, and without bane” | 
able to obtain the conſolation of foothing with his cares, her 
dying moments, or taking a ſad and laſt farewell. n 

A perpetual anxiety for her huſband, whom ſhe repeatediy 
expreſſed her fears of dying in . e. without even the form 
of a trial, roduced ſo conſiderable a weakneſs in her frame, aa 
entirely diſabled her from ſupporting the ſufferings of a ſitua - 
tion, which required the greateſt portion of ſtrength to ſuſtain. 
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any latent principle of compaſſion, they may believe that the 
zuniſhment for —_— a difference of opinion from their own, 
muſt in this caſe, be fully ſufficient, when they are informed 


tyr to my huſband's ſufferings.” SHOTS = 

As the law deems every one innocent until he is proved to be 

guilty, myſt not the long impriſonment, previous to trial, 

f the. objects of the miniſter's diſpleaſure appear at leaſt to 

de unwarfanted, and muſt, not the reſentment of their felldw | 

Citizens be worked into ee of rage againſt their perſe· 
1 


euto 8, if they ee t only their innocence, but 
me purity as well as the ar Me: of their patriotiſm }- as but. 


— 


